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MISSILE DEFENSE

The Heritage Foundation

What if ... North Korea nuked Seattle?

Sources: The National Academies and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security; “The Effects of 
Nuclear War,” Office of Technology Assessment, 1979; news reports; Google Earth.

It’s a future threat, but not far-fetched, national security analysts say: North Korea seeks 
the capability to hit U.S. cities with ballistic missiles. Seattle is 4,700 miles from Pyong-
yang; the communist regime’s Taepodong-2 missile has gotten halfway toward a top range 
of 6,000 miles. North Korea recently detonated a nuclear device perhaps one-fourth as 
powerful as the 15-kiloton bomb that devastated Hiroshima, Japan. Even a 10-kiloton blast 
over Seattle would kill nearly 80,000 and debilitate another 42,000 within 48 hours.

For more research on missile defense, go to heritage.org and click on Protect America.
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